Old Flopples Never Dle

By Louise Julig

Top 10 uses for old floppies and | with strapping tape to make building

ﬂnednffaentAmmcaOhhm sks:
1) Caut a slot through CDs from edge
to center. Slide two CDs tie
a string through the middle, making
colorful decorations for the holidays.

A software publisher with a ware
house full of outdated produets i
unlikely to use any of these sugges
tions. The tightly competitive natur
of the business drives software com
panies to continually release npdate
versions. This quick tumover create
a disposal problem of unsold inven
tory that becomes obsolete.

Each year, companies must dis
pose of software that was eclipsed by
newer versions. Dumping them i
landfills is not only environmentall
unsound, but commercially unwise
The products may be outdated, bu
that won’t deter a “Dumpster diver
from looking for freebies, or an un

CD-ROMs (with apologies to “blocks for your own private fort. scrupulous waste disposal contracto
David Letterman): 6) Glue magnets to the back anduse  from selling the software illegally.
10) Use as drink coasters at your next  them to hold your child’s master- David Beschen saw a niche mar
party. ‘ piece to the fridge. ket for a company that could serw
9) Start your own small business 5) Techno-geek chic—fashion your ~ the software industry’s need
making and selling CD-ROM clocks.  own CD pendant or diskette tietack. ~ securely dispose of its:intellectua
8) Donate all your old double-density ~ 4) Make a mobile out of CD-ROMs property with minimal impact on thy
disks to that unfortunate friend still , for your office or youngster’sroom:  environment. GreenDisk was found
limping along on a Mac SE withouta  3) Set up'a CD-ROM ring toss edmasmnm%mdedsm
high-density drive. camival game at the fair. on April 22, 1993 (Barth Day), an
7) Bind stacks of floppies together 2) Create a pop art montage from all , ‘ (Mmmm
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(donsinued from page 54) ment of nutdaxad or nemmed soft- _ high-spee
s:nceﬂmhasdlvutedmmm% _mmd,mdasmﬂmfdnpa&ngmg _the

- Beschen s k / mﬂammmm
ly s an intellectual property disposal thmpomt,xfmemﬁwmomnpmy,gﬁwingandtheUnivmof
service for software companiies, with  wishes, the disks are returned. “It’s s . ‘Washington, both in nearby Seattle.
-reused and recycled matérials a natu- about&ﬂ—ﬂﬁpemmnpafmmw{tMmﬁudonmnhnﬂumthe
ral byproduct of the process. To the nies that want the disks returned,” " software publishers, in that they have
software industry, he says, “An audit ~says ‘_.miuwdataﬂnymdmdmpm;
mﬂmﬁwmostunpmtﬁmg”lrhsf‘ 'Ihooﬂ:ethalfofthedmbmm of, or old versions of software that
company uses a detailed tracking . relabeled, repackaged, and sold - muuthamyedtoabld;bym
sysmnmataccmmtsforeyerypme under the GreenDisk brand of recy- wm?mqmlnym
afsoftwarc dehvuedtogumtee _cled blank disks. Since these disks ;w-mm
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dismantled and the materials recy- industry is reducing packaging and
cled for use in new disks. Similarly * moving into new arcds such as distri-
CD-ROLds.whid:mnotmmbb, mmgtmmsﬁn
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, thnhefoun&dﬂieebmpan
Beschen wanted to provide an en
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